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We are an employee-owned company 

that combines advanced technologies 

with superior workmanship to provide 

the highest-quality design, construction  

and project management available 

in the electrical contracting industry.

Since 1908

The safety department 

at Kelso-Burnett  

offers OSHA 10-  

and 30-hour classes. For more information or  

to schedule a class, contact Scott Johnson at  

(847) 483-3826 or Cathy Kay at (847) 483-3827.

NFPA 70E Training

Kelso-Burnett continues to train 

employees and clients on the  

NFPA 70E requirements. Only  

an employee who is certified as an “Electrically 

Qualified Worker” may approach and work on live 

systems. He or she must also utilize an Energized 

Work Permit. Contact Cathy Kay at (847) 483-3827 if 

you would like to schedule a training session.

From May 9th through May 13, 2011, well over a hundred 
Electrical Contractors convened in Washington, D.C. to meet 
with congressional leaders. Their purpose was to discuss 
the important issues confronting electrical contractors in 
their respective hometowns. National Electrical Contractors 
Association (NECA) sponsors this event each year over 
a three-day period during May under the title, ‘Political 
Leadership Council Summit and Leadership Conference.’ 
This is the fifth year I’ve flown to D.C. to attend this event, 
and I’ve always found it to be quite beneficial in promoting 
the needs of our industry.

This year I could sense a new attitude in our nation’s capital. 
I believe it has a lot to do with the large freshman class 
of Congressional members. I had the 
opportunity to meet with two of our 
freshman representatives from Illinois; 
Joe Walsh from the 8th District and Bob 
Dold from the 10th District. I know both 
congressmen from previous meetings 
back in our home state, and I am happy 
to say that both of these congressmen 
continue to be very supportive and 
knowledgeable of our issues. I also met 
with Senator Kirk’s chief of staff (Mark 

Kirk was called to the White House for a meeting with the 
President that day) and found that the senator continues 
to champion our causes as he did while in the House of 
Representatives. Our Illinois delegation also met with several 
other Congressmen and found most to be understanding and 
supportive of our needs.

Some of the issues we identified to Congress included 
the repeal of the proposed 3% withholding tax, credits 
for renewable energies (wind and solar), tax incentives 
for retrofitting existing buildings to become more energy 
efficient, and reform of the estate tax which affects so many 
of our industry’s family-owned businesses. These were just 
a few of the issues we discussed in at length during our 
meetings on Capitol Hill.

Whenever I return home from these meetings, I always feel 
a sense of accomplishment. I’m sure that this feeling is not 
so much due to the fact that I was able to resolve any of our 
issues, but more due to the fact that I was there to represent 
my industry and gave it my best effort. Hopefully, those 
efforts will help in the longrun to keep our industry vital and 
put Americans back to work.   

– Brad Weir, President & CEO

Recently, Kelso-Burnett Co. and KB Advanced 
Technologies (KBAT) worked with G3 Architects, 
Environmental Systems Design, Inc. (ESD), Labrador 
Technology Inc. and J.T. Magen & Company Inc. to 
complete the interior build-out of BNP Paribas LLP’s 
Chicago headquarters office, located in the LEED Gold 
Certified 155 N. Wacker Drive building. BNP Paribas took 
space on the 45th floor at the 46-story office tower, which 
was constructed in 2009 and is one of the most recent 
office buildings to be built in Chicago. BNP 
Paribas LLP is the largest global banking 
group in the world, with its headquarters 
located in Paris, France, and has over 
eighty operations located around the world 
including in the United States. In 2010, 
BNP Paribas was ranked by Bloomberg and 
Forbes as the largest company in the world 
by assets with over $3.1 trillion.

The BNP Paribas project is the first interior 
project Kelso-Burnett and KB Advanced 
Technologies have ever completed 
with J.T. Magen in the city of 
Chicago. The project consisted of 
the interior build-out of BNP Paribas 
executive office spaces and trading 
floor space. The Kelso-Burnett team 
consisted of six electricians during the 
peak of construction, working a total 

of 1,650 man-hours during the project’s two-and-a-half-
month schedule. Meanwhile, KBAT technicians worked 
365 man-hours installing over 80,000 feet of Category 6 
cable, 450 Category 6 jacks, and built-out a Server Room 
that consisted of four Ortronics Mighty Mo Racks and one 
Cabinet. This fast-track project delivery schedule required 
tremendous commitments from all of the trades involved 
but produced very minimal challenges for the J.T. Magen 
& Company Inc., Kelso-Burnett Co., and KB Advanced 

Technologies teams. 

Special thanks to J.T. Magen’s project 
team, consisting of Project Managers 
Allan O’Brien and Francis Torres and 
Field Superintendent Daniel Svoboda. 
Together, they worked remarkably with 
Kelso-Burnett’s project team led by Chicago 
Division Manager Mark Weir and Foremen 
Dennis Battain and Donny Stolarick, along 
with KB Advanced Technologies Division 
Manager Rob Bujwit, KBAT Foreman Chris 

Lamparski, and KBAT Journeyman 
Mario Nuñez. Due to everyone’s hard 
work and dedication to this project, 
the project was delivered on schedule 
and within budget.

Capitol Hill – Washington, D.C.

Kelso-Burnett Co. & KB Advanced Technologies complete Chicago 
headquarters build-out for world’s largest global banking group
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Jim Kostek Employee Retirement Party 
On April 19, 2011, Kelso-Burnett hosted its annual shareholders’ meeting at Meridian Banquets in Rolling Meadows. 
Directly following the shareholders’ meeting, Kelso-Burnett Co. held one last retirement party for Jim Kostek, past 
CEO and Board Chairman. Over 45 Kelso-Burnett employees enjoyed a night of camaraderie, reminiscing, and 
laughter to give Jim the proper sendoff that he so well deserves.

James R. Kostek Award 
During Kelso-Burnett’s annual shareholders’ meeting on April 19, 2011, President and CEO Brad Weir presented Jim Kostek 
with a prestigious honor. Due to the countless successes during Jim’s 40-year tenure and under his many years of leadership, 
Kelso-Burnett Co. has decided to rename its annual Contract Manager of the Year Award to the James R. Kostek Award. 
The award is given out each year to the most outstanding Division / Contract Manager within Kelso-Burnett and its affiliate 
companies for managing successful projects throughout the year.

Jeff Weir - 2010 James R. Kostek Award Winner
Congratulations to the first recipient of the newly named James R. Kostek Award, which went to Division Manager Jeff Weir 
out of the Rolling Meadows office for his outstanding achievements during the year of 2010. Some of Jeff’s notable projects 
over 2010 are various projects for Allstate Insurance Company, Underwriters Laboratories, and Wilmette Library. Most 
notably, Jeff Weir serves as the Project Manager on the prestigious Des Plaines (River) Casino project, which is one of the 
largest projects in Kelso-Burnett’s history. The casino is expected to open its doors this upcoming July.  

Tony Arnone
Congratulations to Tony Arnone and his wife, Casie, for becoming proud parents of their second child, Amedeo Anthony 
Arnone, on May 12, 2011. He was born at 1:57PM weighing 7 pounds, 5 ounces and 20.5 inches long. Tony is currently a 
Division Manager out of Kelso-Burnett’s Gurnee office.
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K-B Milestones
In 1906, James Kelso and Oliver Burnett left Aldis & Co. and formed Kelso-Burnett Co. in 1908. Aldis & Co., Kelso-
Burnett Co.’s first client in 1908, resided in the Monadnock Building, which was tallest commercial load-bearing 
masonry skyscraper ever constructed. When built, Monadnock was supported primarily by brick walls and was so 
heavy that it sank into the ground after it was constructed.

Designed by world-famous architect firms Burnham & Root and Holabird & Roche (currently known as Holabird 
& Root after both William Holabird’s and John Root’s sons merged firms in 1927), the Monadnock Building was 
considered the tallest office building in the world upon its completion in 1893. It was one of the first buildings named 
an official Chicago Architectural Landmark in 1958 and was a major influence in modern architecture. Although our 
services have changed dramatically since 1908, Kelso-Burnett Co. continues to provide its electrical services to clients 
residing in the Monadnock building. 

CEI Participates in American Cancer Society’s Walk & Roll Event K-B Sparks
As a founding member of the Chicago Electrical Industry (CEI) Community Outreach, 
Kelso-Burnett Co. and other distinguished members of the electrical industry sponsored 
the American Cancer Society’s Walk & Roll event held in Chicago’s Grant Park. This 
year was the American Cancer Society’s 40th Walk & Roll event in Chicago, which 
brings together thousands of attendees to join in the fight against cancer every year. It 
is astonishing to think that over 1.4 million people are diagnosed with cancer each year. 
Diligently working to reduce that figure, the American Cancer Society is the largest 
voluntary health organization in the world working to eliminate cancer as a major health 
problem through research, education, advocacy and service.

The American Cancer Society’s Walk & Roll event brings together participants of all 
kinds – individual participants, families, companies and co-workers, cancer survivors, 
caregivers, and many more. During registration to participate in the event, Chicago 
participants either selected from a 5-mile walk, 10-mile skate or 15-mile bike ride 
along Chicago’s lakefront and popular downtown areas. The founding members of 
CEI organized their own teams in order to raise funds and spread awareness of the 
American Cancer Society’s mission of working to eliminate cancer and celebrate more 
birthdays. Kelso-Burnett Co. formed a team within CEI, encouraging friends and family 
to participate and donate to the American Cancer Society. Team Kelso-Burnett collected 
over $7,000 from nearly one hundred individual donors and had over twenty participants 
register to walk, skate, or bike at the event. Overall, the CEI companies had a combined 
892 people registered to attend the Walk & Roll event, raising over $150,000 for the 
American Cancer Society.

On Sunday, May 15, 2011, the American Cancer Society’s Walk & Roll event was 
hosted at Grant Park in Chicago, Illinois. Unfortunately, it turned out to be one of 
the absolute worst days to host an event outdoors, especially near the lakefront. It 
was one of the coldest, windiest, and rainiest days Chicago had experienced over the 
entire month of May. After breaking the heat record on May 10th reaching over ninety 
degrees, as well as having some of the warmest recorded temperatures during that same 
week, no one could have predicted the major shift in weather. Even still, over a thousand 
brave souls dressed in winter clothing, wind suits, and ponchos fought through the harsh 
weather conditions to show their support for those who have had, and currently have, to 
battle with cancer. It was somewhat symbolic that as miserable as it had been fighting 
the extreme weather conditions, cancer patients have to fight through pain and misery 
every day just to survive. Maybe the horrendous weather was brought upon us so that 
we could experience a tiny dose of what cancer patients go through daily. Regardless of 
the coincidence, every participant gained a proper understanding of what the event truly 
represents, and CEI and Kelso-Burnett Co. look forward to showing our support again 
next year.

In October of 2009, Kelso-Burnett Co. registered for APC’s by Schneider Electric’s “Ride of a Lifetime Challenge” for the opportunity to win one 
of eight choppers built by Orange County Choppers from the hit television series American Chopper. Earlier in the fall of 2009, Schneider Electric 
challenged Paul Teutul, Sr., founder of Orange County Choppers (OCC), to build their first-ever energy-efficient hybrid chopper – a challenge that 
Paul, Sr. eagerly accepted. The episode aired on Discover Channel on January 14, 2010 which can be found in the episode archives on Discovery 
Channel’s website.    

The contest to win a chopper, which ran through June 30, 2010, was designed to benefit the integration of Schneider Electric and APC Solutions to 
expand their business throughout the United States and Canada. How an electrical contractor company received a chance to win one of the eight 
specialty choppers was by accruing keys provided from APC. For every direct quote request to APC, one key was given out; for every order that was 
processed, four more keys were handed out, for a total of five keys handed out per project. In working with Aerico, Inc, APC/MGE by Schneider 
Electric’s representative, Kelso-Burnett Co. accrued eighteen keys over the duration of the contest, hoping that one of them would be randomly 
chosen during the live drawing event.

On December 2, 2010, Schneider Electric and Aerico, Inc. hosted one of eight “Ride of a Lifetime Challenge” chopper giveaway events at Ram 
Restaurant & Brewery located in Rosemont, Illinois.  Division Manager Lou Longo represented Kelso-Burnett Co. at the event, where attendees 
watched the live key-drawing broadcast from Orange County Chopper’s Headquarters in Newburgh, New York. Numerous electrical contractor 
companies were in attendance as well, hoping that one of their keys would be chosen. When one of Kelso-Burnett’s keys was randomly picked, 
the entire place erupted. Kelso-Burnett Co. became one of eight electrical contractors in the United States and Canada to win a custom-built OCC 
Chopper!

On February 9, 2011, the chopper was delivered to Kelso-Burnett’s Corporate Office in Rolling Meadows, where it was steered into the office by 
our very own Stefan Lopata, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. Shortly after on February 15th, various members of Schneider 
Electric and Aerico, Inc. hosted a luncheon at Kelso-Burnett’s Rolling Meadows office to formally present the chopper to Kelso-Burnett’s personnel. 
It is an honor to win such a stunning specialty chopper built by the one of the most famous builders in the world. We hope that many of you can stop 
by to see Kelso-Burnett’s new 
Orange County Chopper, parked 
inside our Corporate Office 
location.

Kelso-Burnett Co. Wins Orange County Chopper

In Memory of George M. Bard
It is with deep regret that we acknowledge the death of George M. Bard. George served as President of Kelso-Burnett Co. from 1956 
to 1968, and retired shortly after his presidential term concluded. 

George Bard was instrumental to the modern foundation of Kelso-Burnett Co. and its affiliate companies. George was one of the 
five original employee-owners of Kelso-Burnett when the company was purchased from Oliver Burnett, Jr. in 1955. Among all 
of the outstanding accomplishments under George Bard’s management, one of the greatest achievements was the formation and 
opening of Kelso-Burnett’s Rockford branch in 1964, which currently holds one of the company’s longest-running active clients – 
Cadbury Adams (currently a part of Kraft Foods).

George passed away on March 4, 2011, at the age of 86 in Naples, Florida. His burial arrangements were made private. In lieu of sending flowers, donations 
were asked to be sent to the Evans Scholars Foundation, the U.S. Golf Association, or the David Lawrence Foundation – all organizations that George heavily 
advocated during his lifetime.  

George M. Bard will be sorely missed. If you wish to receive all future newsletters via email, please email Matt Nemshick at mnemshick@kelso-burnett.com
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the extreme weather conditions, cancer patients have to fight through pain and misery 
every day just to survive. Maybe the horrendous weather was brought upon us so that 
we could experience a tiny dose of what cancer patients go through daily. Regardless of 
the coincidence, every participant gained a proper understanding of what the event truly 
represents, and CEI and Kelso-Burnett Co. look forward to showing our support again 
next year.

In October of 2009, Kelso-Burnett Co. registered for APC’s by Schneider Electric’s “Ride of a Lifetime Challenge” for the opportunity to win one 
of eight choppers built by Orange County Choppers from the hit television series American Chopper. Earlier in the fall of 2009, Schneider Electric 
challenged Paul Teutul, Sr., founder of Orange County Choppers (OCC), to build their first-ever energy-efficient hybrid chopper – a challenge that 
Paul, Sr. eagerly accepted. The episode aired on Discover Channel on January 14, 2010 which can be found in the episode archives on Discovery 
Channel’s website.    

The contest to win a chopper, which ran through June 30, 2010, was designed to benefit the integration of Schneider Electric and APC Solutions to 
expand their business throughout the United States and Canada. How an electrical contractor company received a chance to win one of the eight 
specialty choppers was by accruing keys provided from APC. For every direct quote request to APC, one key was given out; for every order that was 
processed, four more keys were handed out, for a total of five keys handed out per project. In working with Aerico, Inc, APC/MGE by Schneider 
Electric’s representative, Kelso-Burnett Co. accrued eighteen keys over the duration of the contest, hoping that one of them would be randomly 
chosen during the live drawing event.

On December 2, 2010, Schneider Electric and Aerico, Inc. hosted one of eight “Ride of a Lifetime Challenge” chopper giveaway events at Ram 
Restaurant & Brewery located in Rosemont, Illinois.  Division Manager Lou Longo represented Kelso-Burnett Co. at the event, where attendees 
watched the live key-drawing broadcast from Orange County Chopper’s Headquarters in Newburgh, New York. Numerous electrical contractor 
companies were in attendance as well, hoping that one of their keys would be chosen. When one of Kelso-Burnett’s keys was randomly picked, 
the entire place erupted. Kelso-Burnett Co. became one of eight electrical contractors in the United States and Canada to win a custom-built OCC 
Chopper!

On February 9, 2011, the chopper was delivered to Kelso-Burnett’s Corporate Office in Rolling Meadows, where it was steered into the office by 
our very own Stefan Lopata, Executive Vice President and Chief Operating Officer. Shortly after on February 15th, various members of Schneider 
Electric and Aerico, Inc. hosted a luncheon at Kelso-Burnett’s Rolling Meadows office to formally present the chopper to Kelso-Burnett’s personnel. 
It is an honor to win such a stunning specialty chopper built by the one of the most famous builders in the world. We hope that many of you can stop 
by to see Kelso-Burnett’s new 
Orange County Chopper, parked 
inside our Corporate Office 
location.

Kelso-Burnett Co. Wins Orange County Chopper

In Memory of George M. Bard
It is with deep regret that we acknowledge the death of George M. Bard. George served as President of Kelso-Burnett Co. from 1956 
to 1968, and retired shortly after his presidential term concluded. 

George Bard was instrumental to the modern foundation of Kelso-Burnett Co. and its affiliate companies. George was one of the 
five original employee-owners of Kelso-Burnett when the company was purchased from Oliver Burnett, Jr. in 1955. Among all 
of the outstanding accomplishments under George Bard’s management, one of the greatest achievements was the formation and 
opening of Kelso-Burnett’s Rockford branch in 1964, which currently holds one of the company’s longest-running active clients – 
Cadbury Adams (currently a part of Kraft Foods).

George passed away on March 4, 2011, at the age of 86 in Naples, Florida. His burial arrangements were made private. In lieu of sending flowers, donations 
were asked to be sent to the Evans Scholars Foundation, the U.S. Golf Association, or the David Lawrence Foundation – all organizations that George heavily 
advocated during his lifetime.  

George M. Bard will be sorely missed. If you wish to receive all future newsletters via email, please email Matt Nemshick at mnemshick@kelso-burnett.com
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From May 9th through May 13, 2011, well over a hundred 
Electrical Contractors convened in Washington, D.C. to meet 
with congressional leaders. Their purpose was to discuss 
the important issues confronting electrical contractors in 
their respective hometowns. National Electrical Contractors 
Association (NECA) sponsors this event each year over 
a three-day period during May under the title, ‘Political 
Leadership Council Summit and Leadership Conference.’ 
This is the fifth year I’ve flown to D.C. to attend this event, 
and I’ve always found it to be quite beneficial in promoting 
the needs of our industry.

This year I could sense a new attitude in our nation’s capital. 
I believe it has a lot to do with the large freshman class 
of Congressional members. I had the 
opportunity to meet with two of our 
freshman representatives from Illinois; 
Joe Walsh from the 8th District and Bob 
Dold from the 10th District. I know both 
congressmen from previous meetings 
back in our home state, and I am happy 
to say that both of these congressmen 
continue to be very supportive and 
knowledgeable of our issues. I also met 
with Senator Kirk’s chief of staff (Mark 

Kirk was called to the White House for a meeting with the 
President that day) and found that the senator continues 
to champion our causes as he did while in the House of 
Representatives. Our Illinois delegation also met with several 
other Congressmen and found most to be understanding and 
supportive of our needs.

Some of the issues we identified to Congress included 
the repeal of the proposed 3% withholding tax, credits 
for renewable energies (wind and solar), tax incentives 
for retrofitting existing buildings to become more energy 
efficient, and reform of the estate tax which affects so many 
of our industry’s family-owned businesses. These were just 
a few of the issues we discussed in at length during our 
meetings on Capitol Hill.

Whenever I return home from these meetings, I always feel 
a sense of accomplishment. I’m sure that this feeling is not 
so much due to the fact that I was able to resolve any of our 
issues, but more due to the fact that I was there to represent 
my industry and gave it my best effort. Hopefully, those 
efforts will help in the longrun to keep our industry vital and 
put Americans back to work.   

– Brad Weir, President & CEO

Recently, Kelso-Burnett Co. and KB Advanced 
Technologies (KBAT) worked with G3 Architects, 
Environmental Systems Design, Inc. (ESD), Labrador 
Technology Inc. and J.T. Magen & Company Inc. to 
complete the interior build-out of BNP Paribas LLP’s 
Chicago headquarters office, located in the LEED Gold 
Certified 155 N. Wacker Drive building. BNP Paribas took 
space on the 45th floor at the 46-story office tower, which 
was constructed in 2009 and is one of the most recent 
office buildings to be built in Chicago. BNP 
Paribas LLP is the largest global banking 
group in the world, with its headquarters 
located in Paris, France, and has over 
eighty operations located around the world 
including in the United States. In 2010, 
BNP Paribas was ranked by Bloomberg and 
Forbes as the largest company in the world 
by assets with over $3.1 trillion.

The BNP Paribas project is the first interior 
project Kelso-Burnett and KB Advanced 
Technologies have ever completed 
with J.T. Magen in the city of 
Chicago. The project consisted of 
the interior build-out of BNP Paribas 
executive office spaces and trading 
floor space. The Kelso-Burnett team 
consisted of six electricians during the 
peak of construction, working a total 

of 1,650 man-hours during the project’s two-and-a-half-
month schedule. Meanwhile, KBAT technicians worked 
365 man-hours installing over 80,000 feet of Category 6 
cable, 450 Category 6 jacks, and built-out a Server Room 
that consisted of four Ortronics Mighty Mo Racks and one 
Cabinet. This fast-track project delivery schedule required 
tremendous commitments from all of the trades involved 
but produced very minimal challenges for the J.T. Magen 
& Company Inc., Kelso-Burnett Co., and KB Advanced 

Technologies teams. 

Special thanks to J.T. Magen’s project 
team, consisting of Project Managers 
Allan O’Brien and Francis Torres and 
Field Superintendent Daniel Svoboda. 
Together, they worked remarkably with 
Kelso-Burnett’s project team led by Chicago 
Division Manager Mark Weir and Foremen 
Dennis Battain and Donny Stolarick, along 
with KB Advanced Technologies Division 
Manager Rob Bujwit, KBAT Foreman Chris 

Lamparski, and KBAT Journeyman 
Mario Nuñez. Due to everyone’s hard 
work and dedication to this project, 
the project was delivered on schedule 
and within budget.

Capitol Hill – Washington, D.C.

Kelso-Burnett Co. & KB Advanced Technologies complete Chicago 
headquarters build-out for world’s largest global banking group
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